
TASTING NOTES

with the first planting of our vineyards in 1969, we set out on a journey to create authentic estate grown 
wines. nothing prepared us for its overwhelming success, with the first vintage awarded a gold medal in 

every national wine show entered. while the range has since grown to include more varieties, every bottle  
is still crafted at our clare valley estate with the same care and attention as that very first vintage.

ESTATE

MERLOT 2017

REGION

Clare Valley

COLOUR

At release, the wine is a dark red with an intense purple hue.

NOSE

At release, distinct aromas of black cherries and ripe strawberries abound with

secondary spice, sweet mocha and cigar box characters evident.

PALATE

At release, this wine is medium to full-bodied with lush red berry, plum and

cherry fruit characters. The fruit flavours are balanced by undertones of creamy

mocha, spice & subtle savoury characters. The palate has a soft, velvety texture

with grainy tannins through the mid-palate and a long, persistence to finish.

WINEMAKER NOTES

The majority of fruit was sourced from the Lodden & St Andrews blocks on the

Taylor estate. The winemakers seek to craft a wine with a rich mid palate &

soft, velvety feel. The fruit was de-stemmed, transferred to stainless steel vessels

for a quick, yet gentle, warm fermentation using a yeast to enhance fruit

expression. After primary fermentation, the wine was pressed & transferred

back to stainless steel for secondary, malo lactic fermentation. The wine was

racked off to a mixture of American & French oak barrels (10% new, 30% 1yr

old, 60% 2yrs & older), left to mature before being blended & bottled after

minimal filtration.

CELLARING NOTES

Enjoy upon release but will reward careful cellaring up to 2020.

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Alcohol 14.3% Acid 6.39g/litre

PH 3.50 Residual Sugar 0.4



REVIEWS

with the first planting of our vineyards in 1969, we set out on a journey to create authentic estate grown 
wines. nothing prepared us for its overwhelming success, with the first vintage awarded a gold medal in 

every national wine show entered. while the range has since grown to include more varieties, every bottle  
is still crafted at our clare valley estate with the same care and attention as that very first vintage.

ESTATE

REVIEWS FOR WAKEFIELD ESTATE MERLOT 2017

Isaac James Baker, Wine Reviews: Australia
18 nov. 2019
87 points
Light purple color. Bright but juicy on the nose with sweet raspberries, red and black cherries, along with some violet petals, cola and

coffee. Full but smooth with soft tannins and medium acidity. Juicy black cherries, tangy plums, raspberries, the fruit is juicy but fresh

and mixed in with some coffee, violets and coffee. Smooth, easy-drinking, accessible, but well-made and vibrant. Aged in a mix of

French and American oak, 10% new.

Toni Paterson MW,
18 dec. 2019
86 points
A beautifully ripe, plush merlot with a rounded mid-palate and very soft tannins. Bright plum and redcurrant flavours. An easy-drinking

wine.

Robert Whitley,
19 may 2019
88 points
The Clare, as it is called by the locals, is most famous for its classically proportioned Shiraz, but beyond that most everything else from

the Clare is top-notch. The 2017 Merlot is soft and supple, shows a distinct floral note, and aromas of plum and black cherry. And it

MaryAnn Worobiec,
19 may 2019
84 points
Cedary, herbal notes of berry and currant have a slight candied edge. Drink now.

Regan Drew, Tasting Notes
19 jun. 2019
16.5/20
Pretty well cast in the friendly, cuddly camp of Merlot. Not meaning to offend or unnerve. Fruitcake spice and dark choc/vanilla tinged

oak over sweet fruits of the forest, damp pouch tobacco and wet earth. Medium bodied. Velvety easy tannins make for a smooth ride of

ripe dark berries. Clare Valley savoury/herby notes keep this interesting.

Nick Stock, Biggest Australian Wine Tasting Ever
19 jun. 2019
90 points



Some handy depth here on the nose and palate with ripe, darker-fleshed plums and blueberries, served up on a soft, supple bed of

tannin. Drink now. Screw cap.



AWARDS & MEDALS

with the first planting of our vineyards in 1969, we set out on a journey to create authentic estate grown 
wines. nothing prepared us for its overwhelming success, with the first vintage awarded a gold medal in 

every national wine show entered. while the range has since grown to include more varieties, every bottle  
is still crafted at our clare valley estate with the same care and attention as that very first vintage.

ESTATE

AWARDS FOR WAKEFIELD ESTATE MERLOT 2017

WINE SHOW AWARD

Selections Mondial Des Vins CANADA 2018 Gold

Los Angeles International Wine Competition 2018 Gold

Dan Berger International Wine Competition 2018 Gold

Critics Challenge International Wine Competition 2018 Gold

New York International Wine Competition 2018 Silver

Mondial du Merlot 2018 Silver

Tasters Guild International Wine Judging 2018 Silver

Shanghai International Wine Challenge 2018 Bronze
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